
                                                                               
 

Thursday 19 January 2023    

ICONIC NEW PUBLIC ARTWORK REVEALED AT BRENT CROSS TOWN 

 
Innovative approach to ‘wrap’ Brent Cross Town’s new electrical substation creates one of the UK’s 

largest public artworks and a new landmark for London 
 
Brent Cross Town, one of the largest urban regeneration projects in Europe, today unveils a new 
21-metre-high and 52-metre-long permanent public artwork. The artwork has been created by 
celebrated London-based artist Lakwena and architects IF_DO, and is formed of a ‘wrap’ around 
the new electrical substation for Brent Cross Town.  
 
The exuberant colour scheme and vast scale of the artwork, which at its highest point is taller 
than the Angel of the North (at 20 metres), ensures that it will become a new local landmark. The 
artwork, titled “Here we come, here we rise”, sits next to London’s A406 North Circular at the 
junction with the M1 motorway, and adjacent to both the Thameslink railway line that connects 
central London with the home counties north of the city, and the new Brent Cross West station, 
which is due to open this year. It is estimated that some six million people each year will see it 
from the road and rail alone.  
 
Lakwena, who is known for her joyful technicolour murals and graphical text poetry, has applied 
her signature colour, pattern and language to the design. The inspirational statement “Here we 
come, Here we rise and shine” reflects the ambition to inspire and bring people together in the 
local community.  

Working with Lakwena, IF_DO created a unique structure and façade design comprised of four 
undulating bands and triangular-shaped "lenticular" panels that create a kaleidoscopic visual 
effect to emphasise the idea of movement as viewers move around the structure. Lakwena and 
IF_DO drew on influences as varied as Eadweard Muybridge’s motion studies and historic forms 
of roadside structures, such as billboards, funfairs and industrial sites that make use of a skeletal 
frame supporting a brightly coloured skin.  
 
Brent Cross Town, which is being delivered in partnership by Related Argent and Barnet Council, 
is being designed to be a net zero carbon development by 2030, and investment in efficient new 
infrastructure is a key part of this. The substation will supply electricity to all of Brent Cross Town, 
including the 6,700 new homes, 3 million sq ft of offices and new retail and leisure spaces, as 
well as to the low-carbon district heating/cooling networks operated by Swedish energy company 
Vattenfall. Brent Cross Town will source all electricity supplies within its control from 100% 
renewables sources.  
 



                                                                               
 

In addition to being a colourful and dynamic beacon for north London, the electrical substation 
is also notable for its sustainable innovations.  Global engineers, Arup, led the design team with 
a focus on minimising the environmental impact of the structure. The project puts circular 
economy principles into action with circa 50% of the structural steel being salvaged from unused 
oil pipelines, reducing embodied carbon emissions by over 40%. The concrete used is a 
combination of low cement concrete and the new ‘Earth Friendly Concrete’ – a cement-free 
concrete. Using these alternative concrete mixes saves up to 33% and 70% of embodied carbon 
respectively compared to standard mixes. 
 
Galldris were the main contractor responsible for the delivery of the overall project, undertaking 
the civil engineering, working with Bourne Group, the specialist technology-led construction 
engineering company, to deliver the wrap. Bourne Group also worked closely with Arup to 
progress the design philosophy into a solution that could be efficiently fabricated and 
constructed, and undertook the project’s steelwork construction. TPS Project Management, acting 
as project manager, supported on delivery overseeing design management and construction of 

the wrap, substation and off-site reinforcement.   
 
Lighting plays a key part in the design of the artwork and specialists Michael Grubb Studio 
designed the lighting scheme to be discreet and attract attention to the artwork during the day 
and at night. The lighting creates a halo around the façade’s wrap which filters down through 
the structure, allowing the light to fade away at lower level. 
 
The project has also brought back to life a piece of brownfield, ex-industrial land with the 
creation of a newly landscaped embankment designed by Gillespies Landscape Architects. Newly 
planted trees and wildflower meadow provides a naturalistic setting to the artwork, as well as 
increasing site biodiversity, enhancing local wildlife corridors and tying in with the wider network 
of green infrastructure within the masterplan and surrounding area.   
 
The launch of the new public artwork adds to the growing momentum behind Brent Cross Town 
with affordable, student and homes to buy all under construction, and the recent announcement 
that Sheffield Hallam will open its first campus outside of Sheffield at the new town.  
 
Nick Searl, Partner at Related Argent, commented: “This amazing piece of public art, designed in 
collaboration between artist Lakwena and architect IF_DO, is set to become a great landmark for 
London in this highly visible location. It sets the tone for the wider Brent Cross Town 
neighbourhood and demonstrates our commitment to art, culture and low carbon development. 
It would have been easy to take the more traditional route of enclosing the substation in a 
nondescript box and to miss the opportunity that is now so evident. Instead, we have 
demonstrated that even the most functional pieces of infrastructure can play an important role 
in defining place and lifting the spirits.”  



                                                                               
 

 
Councillor Barry Rawlings, Leader of Barnet Council, said: “We are investing in public art across 
Barnet because we recognise the potential to improve the wellbeing of our people and its 
positive role in building a sense of place. Not only will this iconic large-scale artwork put Brent 
Cross Town on the map, but it also showcases a talented London artist, and wraps an important 
piece of sustainable infrastructure that is key to meeting Brent Cross Town’s aspirations to 
achieve net zero Carbon by 2030 - this really is green innovation and creativity at its best.” 

 
Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan said: “Lakwena has created an incredible artwork that brings 
together creativity and sustainability and will be enjoyed by millions of people. London is a world 
class cultural capital and this major addition to our public realm in the heart of Brent Cross is 
another example of how we’re working together to build a better London for everyone.”  

 
Lakwena, the artist, said: “The key pledges of the Brent Cross Town development highlight a 
commitment to play, inclusivity, sustainability and connectivity. All of these themes are 
expressed through a messaging approach which alludes to movement, togetherness, ambition 
and a sense of newness.” 
 
Sarah Castle, Director at IF_DO, said: “It is rare to have the opportunity to work on a project of 
the scale and ambition of this, and to be able to realise it with such conceptual purity. Combining 
architecture, infrastructure and art, it has been a wonderfully collaborative process from the start, 
with IF_DO manipulating form and shape, and Lakwena exploring colour and poetry. The 
structure is inspired by movement: it is designed to be viewed both in motion by the millions 
that pass the site by train and by road, and to convey a sense of motion as it is viewed from across 
the neighbourhood. The architectural wrap transforms utilitarian infrastructure into a major new 
landmark for Brent Cross that celebrates the spirit of the local community.” 

 
Ben Glover, Associate Director, Waste and Energy Buildings Business Leader at Arup, added: 
“Brent Cross Town’s substation presented a unique opportunity to be part of a project which 
equally prioritises environmental, social and economic factors - driving sustainable development. 
By choosing materials based on their carbon impact, reusing materials and reducing waste, we’re 
proud to have met this challenge with circular economy principles and deliver a net-zero 
substation for the development.” 
 
-ENDS- 
 



                                                                               
 

 
 
Full project team 
 
 
Project Manager - TPS Project Management LLP 
 
Cost Consultant & Employers Agent - Gardiner & Theobald 
 
Civil, Structural, MEP, VT, Acoustic, Fire Engineer, Sustainability, Utilities and Infrastructure Engineer - Arup 
 
Architect - IF_DO 
 
Landscape Architect - Gillespies 
 
Lighting Designer - Michael Grubb Studio 
 
Lighting Controls Designer - Control Lighting 
 
Client Planning Consultant - Carney Sweeney 
 
Off-Site Re-Enforcement, PSS Fit-Out and Power Supplier - Power On 
 
Client BIM Advisor - PCSG 
 
Client CDM Advisor - BCAL 
 
Infrastructure Contractor - Galldris 
 
Wrap Contractor – Bourne Group  
 
 
 
Notes to Editor 
 
About Brent Cross Town 
Brent Cross Town is the neighbourhood at the heart of the Brent Cross Cricklewood regeneration 
programme. It is a joint venture between Related Argent and Barnet Council to develop a large-scale 
mixed-use development including new homes, retail and office space, as well as improved schools and 
greenspaces in the area. Early work started on site in early 2020 and construction is also underway on the 
new Brent Cross West station which will be completed by the end of 2022. Building on the strengths of 
this diverse part of the city, Brent Cross Town will draw inspiration from the best of London’s long-
established neighbourhoods with all their complexity and character.   
At its heart, will be a focus on sport, play, health and well-being. The new neighbourhood will provide 
6,700 homes, state-of-the-art workspace for over 25,000 people, and pedestrian friendly streets and 
squares with local shops and restaurants that will complement the offer at Brent Cross Shopping Centre. 
The community will be supported by first-class public transport infrastructure, a new and improved 

For further information, contact 
Jacqueline Scott, Argent Related, Head of Communications, t: +44 (0) 7760 316 636 
Nina Cadman, Nina@elizabethcomms.co.uk t: 07917416259 
Rosie Cade, rosie@elizabethcomms.co.uk, t: 07838 368194 



                                                                               
 

network of walking and cycle routes and a series of new parks and other amenities. 
www.brentcrosstown.co.uk @brentcrosstown  
 
Related Argent is making four significant pledges for Brent Cross Town: 

● To create the place in London to participate in sport and play: with indoor facilities and 50 acres 
of parks, Brent Cross Town will provide the best of both traditional and emerging sports, working 
with leading sports organisations, governing bodies and hero ambassadors to help drive female 
participation and champion diversity and inclusion. 

● To make a new North London town where all can flourish. Brent Cross Town will launch a 
Flourishing Index which will pioneer the measurement of how individuals and communities 
flourish in a town centre. Partnering with Manchester University and Buro Happold, this approach 
represents a landmark moment in designing a development for mental health and wellbeing and 
demonstrates that Brent Cross Town is at the forefront of people-centred design.  

● To be a net zero carbon town by 2030 at the latest. This will be achieved by driving down the 
embodied carbon in buildings and infrastructure, the carbon used in energy supply and offsetting 
the remainder. Partnering with Vattenfall, Brent Cross Town will deliver reliable and affordable 
zero carbon heating to homes, shops and businesses. 

● To strengthen existing connections, both locally and into Central London; connecting businesses, 
customers, friends and family. Brent Cross Town is in an enviable location – 12 minutes to Central 
London, immediate access to the M1 and 5 major airports within one hour. Locally, new pedestrian 
and cycle routes will integrate Brent Cross Town with its surrounding communities.     

 
About Related Argent 
Related Argent brings together an extraordinary blend of complementary skills, access to global capital 
and unrivalled technical and delivery experience. The company delivers inclusive growth for all 
stakeholders by      developing, owning and operating for the long-term. Argent, the respected developer 
with a track record in creating exemplar new pieces of UK cities including King’s Cross, joined forces in 
March 2015 with Related, the most prominent privately-owned real estate firm in the United States with 
over $60 billion in assets owned or under development including Hudson Yards on Manhattan’s West 
Side, as well as The Grand LA and Related Santa Clara in California. 
 
The company has a £9Bn UK development pipeline in London which includes the delivery of two major 
regeneration schemes featuring over 8,000 homes, over 3 million sq ft of office space, 50 acres of parks 
and playfields, as well as retail, leisure, student accommodation and schools, both highly accessible from 
new and  improved public transport connections. It is currently working in a joint venture with Barnet 
Council on London’s 180-acre Brent Cross Town development, with the London Borough of Haringey for 
the Tottenham Hale redevelopment and its build-to-rent development in King’s Cross is currently under 
construction. 
 
Related Argent’s vision is to be a great city builder – for people, planet, and prosperity and its purpose is 
to improve urban life for all, everyday. This means developing for the long term - astutely, sustainably and 
with a sense of social purpose. Related Argent is delivering the places, homes, workspace, public space, 
arts, culture, events and services that our UK cities and town centres need. Related Argent - UK property 
developer - Discover Extraordinary (argentllp.co.uk) 
 


